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"You shall find a babe . . .
lying in a manger.”
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Part 10

THE GOSPEL

With this issue we close our yearbés expl
Treasure Chest. Facet after facet of the ¢
i ght in these pages, and we surely havendi

even yet. But opening up below are two final messages of hope,

courage, and good cheer for the Christian. Part 10 deals with the

heart satisfaction and true happiness inherent in living the Gos-

pel , denying the enemyods attempts to rob u
concludes by reminding us that Jesusb6 app
Cross was the doorway for believers to an overwhelming Victory.

Silencing the Spiritual

Spin Doctor

by Daniel Morrison Dublin, New Hampshire

AThereds not a craving of t
which Jesus cannot fill;

therebdbs not a pleasure | wo
aside from His dear wil |l
6M.W.Knapp

O YOU ever feel this will not give you tips to right cannot be stopped, make
disenchanted with spin counteract the political spin so every effort toremove all joyfrom

doctors, found in great prevalent today. However, the process.

numbers i n knowing that spiritual halfruths, Godébés plan for man

Washington and the news media?deceit, and lies are perpetrated byprimary target of this strategy.
Are you aware that people couch a Spiritual Spin Doctor, my Although various theologians
the truth in ways that exonerate purpose here is to expose anddescribe it in different ways, the
those they admire and slander counterattack his work. paradigm | would employ is that
those they do not? Do you often His playbook is relatively used by Thomas Aquinas, a
wish that such people would simple: take what is true anidrn  Christian teacher from the Middle
simply go away and allow pure, it on its head If this is not Ages. He built upon the idea of

unsul

t rut h possiblgtwis it @ imhk@ wHatt i sexitgseedites a concept first used

to say that most readers would good and beautiful appear at the by an ancient philosopheExitus
answer these questions in theleast unattractive and warped.essenti ally means 0oc¢
affirmative. Unfortunately, reading Finally, if the pursuit of what is descri bes manki ndods
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relation to God. We have all come
from, or were created by Him. He
is responsible for our existence.
Reditus or iretur n,
purpose of our lives, which
ultimately is to return to God and
find intimate fellowship with Him.
This twopronged message
outlined in the Bible is under
attack on both fronts. Most so
called Ascientis
that humans were created, and thaf
scoffing attitude is reflected in
much of mainstream culture. Even
many Christian thinkers have
attempted to parse Scripture in a

Finding
God
IS our |

supreme

way that rectifies the idea of a O to Virtuet h a't Aisl oth is
Creator God with an existence that J y' di stinctively mode:]
came out of nothing. Honest R of the age.
thinkers find this effort an It IS With such prevalent negative
impossible task. attitudes about what it means to
The good news follow the Gospel, we do well to
salvation and victorious power is Wh at counteract the lies with these
also under direct assault. The truths:
Gospel makes possible that which 0 Finding God is our supreme
we were designed to doreturn to joy.
God and have intimate fellowship We are 0 It is what we are meant to do.
with Him. But the Spin Doctor 0 Fulfilling our design is more
says there is no future, and even if t satisfying than any trifle sin
there is, it is not possible presently m ean can offer.
to live in a state of readiness for it. In fact, the truly miserable
Jesus says there is eternity to to do ones are those who have not yet
spend with Him, and we can live . accepted the grace available
in constant preparedness, sanc through the salvation of Jesus.
tified by His sacrifice. But the Those pursuing pleasure as a way
spouter of haMruths says there to satisfy the cravings of their
are so many Afun t heaats are either unhappy or
forsaking them for the sake of terribly deceived in a false
some religious fad would be happiness. They need to recognize
foolish. Moreover, he goes on, t he real ity of St
there are many others in this follow that Christian thing, then eloquent description of all
worl d, but onl y yoa steuldfréaljizé theseowill yo@ man ki nd: AThou hasH
should look out for him foremost. nothing but pain in the process. Thyself and restless is our heart
Jesus says that those things,The path will be joyless. unt il it comes to r
which seem so important and Jesus calmly replies that By acknowledging this,
fulfilling, are passing away although there will be a cross to pursuing Christ, and living the
quickly, and we will find much take up, joy, peace, and His Gos p el Aidown to 0 L

more blessing investing in long presence will accompany you,
term, eternal treasures. In addition, making easy the load.

serving others is the way to find It is important to note that the
oneself elevated to prominence in strategies
His Kingdom. But the desperate pr o mot i on
deceiver declares that if youaust

of
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revolving around the our lives.
if wano s

characterization Qng%icatior@a@tae@@legemWallinm as

i oyl esso ar e
modern society. Our culture insists
that sincere Christians are boring
and must forsake all kinds of
pleasure. To put it another way,
they tell us there is no joy in
following Jesus. We must realize
that to think this way is sinful.
Perhaps not preached about
frequently today, such a mindset
efalls udderathe definition of sloth,
or the absence of enthusiasm about
seeking God. And this sin abounds
in our age. The Christian
philosopher Peter Kreeft goes so
far as to suggest in his bo@ack

will effectively silence the work of
the Spiritual Spin Doctor as he
attempts his negative influence on
Z

anddyiang

ary.

for

used



PART 11

The Agony of Victory,
the Thrill of Defeat

by T. S., Social Circle, Georgia

For Christians, vVvictory comes t

N THE summer of 1986, | onlookers gathered around to that all we who were baptized into

first became a believer while witness this strange and novel Christ Jesus were baptized into His

living with the Turkana tribe sigh® a mazungu (white man) death? We were buried therefore

in the bush of northwest taking a bath in a grave by the sidewith Him through baptism into
Kenya. Paul Savage, the Anglican of a bonedry river. death: that like as Christ was
missionary with whom | was A Christian baptism in the raised from the dead through the
staying, led me to the Lord. desert was a strange, even aglory of the Father, so we also
Thanks to Paul, | understood that paradoxical, sight for the Turkana. might walk in newness of
to follow Jesus meant surrendering The Christian life represents al i fed ( RH.mans 6: 3
my i fe and t a ksimiag paradox. \Gdoryifa thé s  Christians experience victory
cross. When it came time for my Christian lies in embracing the because Jesus Christ was willing
baptism, however, we had a apparent defeat of Christ on the to experience the agony of defeat.
problem. In northwest Kenya cross, identifying with His death, Jesus bore the penalty of sin
during the dry season, water is aand experiencing the power of His through a brutally painful death,
rare commodity. The Turkana resurrection. The apostle Paul scorning the considerable public
solved this problem by digging summarized this principle of the shame of crucifixion in the Roman
several feet down into arid gospel pithily: warlRemetmb eyes &fe son s
riverbeds to locate mucblored Chr i st , risen frnempbharidead. de Hes o6
strains of the precious resource.then exhorted Timothy to identify cross represented a complete and
The solution to our baptismal wi t h t he crucifiteed aChrdesfteatil-fl nwe G
problem came through Cecil died with Him, we shall also live d o wn 0 ki ngdom, Ch
Shine, a Christian civil engineer wi t h  Hi md ( 2 Ti mexpehence 2 ty@ ofaavatse lbdic) .
from Ireland who installed water To paraphrase C. S. LewiBQOnly  the agony of victory and the thrill
pumps for the Turkana people. that which dies can live forever; it of defeat. Christian victory
Near one of Cecii$dnlgthropughmtdyisy,thatoveganlced nsi st s of accept
bank of the Turkwell river, Paul et er n al |l i fe. O rejection by the world as our own;
dug a hole shaped like a gréve That physical grave in which | it lies in our willingness to go
six feet long by two feet wide and was baptized symbolized a deepfout si de the campo t
two feet deep. Paul then lined the spiritual reality. As the apostle crucifixion and willingly take the
hole with plastic and filled it with Paul makes clear in his epistle to place of scapegoat alongside the
water from Ceci |lthesRonpaosmghristiadssexp&iangeAnointed One. For Christians, as
submerged me completely in ther esur recti on | i ffar theih Savierg hhe fpdthu toi al 0O
refreshing water, curious Turkana i n bapti sm: i Or greatness ligsen aidgsoeaty ta ant
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emptying of the self and a
willingness to reach out to the
downtrodden and disenfran

chised the meek, the humble, and
the lowly. Christ, who was one
with God, showed the way,

condescending to take on human
likeness and associate with sinners
and outcasts in first century
Palestine. His ministry reached
them alb children, women,

prostitutes, Roman tax collectors,
Samaritans, and Galilean

fishermen.

The power of victorious
Christian living comes through
identi fication

substitutionary death on the cross.
As we are united with His death
through baptism, so we are united
with Him through his resurrection.
Paul emphasized this repeatedly:
we have been raised on high with
Christ and are seated with Him at
the right hand of God (Ephesians
2:6). Our life is now hidden with
Christ in God (Colossians 3:2).
We have been blessed in the
heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ

Victory for
the Christian
lies in
embracing the
apparent defeg
of Christ
on the cross,
identifying
with His
death, and
experiencing th
power of
His resurrectior

t

o

S

il ay

hol do of

(Ephesians 1:3). The secret of this (Philippians 3:12).

tremendous spiritual power,

Christian effort, howeve

t h and follenaJesasn | vy

r,

which are fleeting, we derive our
value and direction from what our
heavenly Father thinks of us and
asks us to do.

The tension here is real, as |
have discovered studying in
graduate school. While almost all
my colleagues have placed their
children in day care, my wife and |
have struggled to keep our two
sons at home because we believed
it was the right thing to do. We
have paid a considerable price to
do so. In addition to extended
inconvenience and extra driving, it
will likely take me two extra years
to complete my doctorate as a
result.

The rich young ruler dis
covered the tension, too. With the
best of intentions, desiring to

please God, he still lacked one
thing. Jesus knew the hold of
riches on the
Sadly he could not relinquish his
wealth and walked away crushed
and disappointedlf we want to

experience full life and victory, we
too must be willing to forsake all

A final note: partial identi
fication with Christ leads only to

however, is simple: our identity is differs markedly from that of the partial victory. James makes clear

wholly in Christ.

Philippians t o
sal vati on
blingo (2:12).

from athletic competition

wor l d.

to means
challenge followers of Christ to allegiances,

For

individual effort
and selfeliance

claims

peopl the @osto of dpsemagiqationk rawrdw
But He desires that we reach Christ, human victory is achieved doublemi n d e d
out to take hold of it. Though it through
was a gift, Paul exhorted the ingenuity,
Ghnisiian k victaryy tord thet dtheri ko r d 0
fi wi t h hahde ainvolves nidentity r veitm Victory and fruitfulness in our lives
KCkrist: puttiagithe aelf to [dent.ilte0sly to the extent we identify with

relinquishing other Chri st .
to our in His relationship with the Father,

let not that man think he shall
receive anything from the
(James 1:

Just as

undergo the same discipline as attention, and personal resources.S0 we Christians derive ours from

athl etes i n

t r ailhmeang beinginiimgetm let gooof e Kelationship with the Word of

that ye may attain. And every man all and follow Jesus. It means He God, revealed in the person of

that striveth in

exerciseth seltontrol in all

the games is our first love. We must concur Christ and in the Bible. Apart from
with His judgment about our sinful Him we can do nothing, but

things. Now they do it to receive a disposition and substitute His abiding in the Vine our lives,

corruptible crown;
i ncorruptiblebo

but we an affection

for our

seHesteem. ' '
( Idstead ofhasing obrisense ©f sedf :arg groductive and fruitful.

125). Paul himself set the example worth on our good looks, our

regardless of human inadequacy,
z

Father of two small boys, T.B.a

youn

Vision

commi t me |

7).

doctoral candidate in History at the
Georgia Institute of Technology in
Alanta.

by choosing to leave his previous intelligence, or on what we have
accompl i shment s ahieediip row scareeng ralb oft
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—
m What Shall We Read?

n Wh at Of t
but Neder So Wel |

mi ght not be everyoneds cuf
whether it could be called truly Christian, in the sense

of compassionate or fully Chrike (though it re-

minds one of His treatment of the antagonistic Phari-

i

Was Th

Treason
by Ann Coulter

WHEN | was in college, wrestling anew with the old o . .
lies of evolution, | came across a book whose impac?e.es)' But it strips away lies and Haliths with mer-
still lives in my memory.The Biblical Flood and the ciless a_t t ac K S that one
Ice Epochby Donald Patten was the first scholarly served. | found it so liberating that | was deeply
examination of Biblical and scientific evidence for moved with _sheer gratitude by the close .Of the hook.
creation | had ever seen, and it came down uncompro-. Her closing comments are worth hoting. She_de_als
misingly for creation. My spirit rejoiced; a new light with the sorry state of public and private morality in
dawned in my mind! Where before | had taken itthls Godgiven land of ours, and she refuses to bow

simply and (I hoped) unashamedly by faith alone, no he knee to politicalhcorrect code language. T.he
| could point to further evidence: | could walk by . | ‘ame : S he con t~ ends, I I es
i s i gqdhweldasby faith. It was an intellectual sun- ldent | f. les an naggressitve
rise. Since then, praise God, many others more skilf Ve the American left and writes,
than Mr. Patten have surpassed him, and there is no ~ American intellectuals have used their hege-
excuse for unbelief on that subject. monic control of television, movies, glossy mag-

In the world of modern politics and social issues, azines and newspapers to create a charming
the situation for many of us is much like what | had World [of immoral behavior, in which] Feminists
known prior to that spiritual/mental sunrise: we know | €d the wayeé. A |large seg
whatdés right, even t houghWwomgnehave trgded faghyin they Suprame Being j n g
behalf of the truth. A few voices speak obtforld for faith in gun control laws and day care cen-

can

Wi
S

magazine offers good news reporting in periodical t €r sé. Feminists ent hu
form; talk radio does it in bombastic and often irreli-
gious fashion; and religious conservatives speak up
from time to time, seemingly to get shelled by the ma-
jor media and withdraw. But Ann Coulter has written
Treason And she refuses to withdraw. Like some Joan
of Arc, she takes her stand with thrust and parry, offer-
ing meticulous documentation to support every blow.
Following her earlier besteller,Slander, Treason
tackles the sacred cows of secular liberalism in gen-
eral, (reserving special
of Senator Joseph McCarthysomething long over-

get

on terrorism only when they think we are
fighting to redeem Western
is not an accident that the relentless attacks on

morality spring from Amer i
gations to family, children, and God [now] mean

not hi ng. Aborting chil dren
right. 0é A marriage contr a

may bebroken with impunity. Disloyalty is a matter
of principle
ahist flem & waman, is scordhihgelanguage. it &sb i | i

right on target, too, and for Miss Coulter, it has man-

due), and the New YorKimesin particular, and she aged to get her a top slot, again, on the bestseller list.
does so with an enthusiastic verve that is utterly featwhile some of her points are crudely made, this is a
less. Miss Coulter is a lawyer, trained to argue a poinbook well worth reading. Finishing it, most of us will
and support her case, but with the training she conrejoice in slashing language which goes a good dis-
bines something else: a razmiged sarcasm. This tance to righting the record. Give it a try! Z
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*\) Our Nations' Christian Heritage

Our heritage as godly nations gives us good reason this Thanksgiving season to ponder and endorse,
both as families and as praying individuals, the following Proclamation:

The 12th Annual

AAmericaods Christian Herite
November 2829, 2003, Thanksgiving Week

A Proclamation
WHEREASJohn Adams wrote, fAThe general princip

pendence were é the gener al principles of Ch
1813); and,

WHEREAS Noah Webster taught, AThe religion wh
religion of Christ and His Apostles. é This i

constitut i on History of theoUnited State®382, publi¢ school textbook); and,

WHEREAS Thomas Jefferson warned, ACan the 1|ibe
we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties
are a gift of God?0 (Notes on the State of Vi

WHEREASJ ames Madi son procl ai med, AAnd to the
perfect gift we are indebted for all those privileges and advantages, religious as well as civil,
which are so richly enjoyed in this favored |

WHEREAS Benj amin Rush encouraged, ALet the <chi
principles and obligations of the Christian religion. This is the most essential part of educa-
tiono (A plan for free school s, 1787); and,

WHEREAS Geor ge Washington exhorted, AWe ought
tious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation which disregards the eternal rules of
order and right which Heaven itself has ordai

WHEREASc o mme mor at i
choosing to partici
Adomestic tranquili

n Americads Christian heri
i t
[
tection of Divine P

ate to thank God for His
y, 0 and to recognize our
ovidenceo in keeping Amer

NOW, THEREFORE, Let it be known thalIMES OF RESTORATION and its STAFF, to-
gether with &HOST OF READERS, j oin i n this nationwide cel ¢
heritage this 27th Day of November in the Year of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 2003.

[ Procl amation created for free adaptati od by Am
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Family Foundations

Survival_ In a |
NnNPoGBGHri sti ano

by David H. Murray

Part Threed What shall we wear?

THIS is the third installment on issues generated by our-@bsistian

culture. It is offered in the hope that our readers will be instructed and

stimulated to avoid Athe corruption that s
you read we urge you to watch and pray.

OW many times have Ever since the Garden of Eden their unpresentable members. They
you heard this mourn- when Adam and Eve debated thedid just what Paul describes in 1
ful dirge from your size and color of the fig leaves,theCor i nt hi ans 12: 23,
wi f e, fi | d ohondah rade ahase beem quarrelingparts of the body, which we think
thing to wear ? 0 ahdutwhatlookstgoog and whatiisgohbe less honorable, upon these
have taken it literally, but after a appropriate for covering the body. we bestow more abundant honor;
few peeks into the closet you knew The Genesis account tells us thatand our uncomely pa
you were dealing with a peculiar God Himself got into the act with ver si on puts it fi h
kind of fAwomans pHisavérsion of wlaat wasdapdropre €l a n t propriety. o D e
easy analysis. When you first ate. Unfortunately we were given since that day have been attempt-
heard it your immediate impulse no descriptions of the animal skins ing to address humanakedness
was to laugh and wave your handsto help us in our modern debatewi t h Aabundant propr
at the neat row of endless possibil- about what is appropriate to wear. We are told that God has some
ities before you and exclaim, A few things, however, can be strong feelings about this subject.
AHow can you s alearnédfram the ®arigtunes as thdyIf you doubt it just ask Ham. He
those <c¢cl ot hes h aunfglded gver tthe geanrs. ?A0 verA fvas the fellow that thought it was
ter a while, though, you smarten elementary lesson was taught ina big joke to see his father lying
up and learn to listen instead of Genesis 2 and 3. In chapter 2 Ad- uncovered. Shem and Japheth
speak. am and Eve were both naked andknew better. They reverently cov-
One of the things you find out unashamed, but after the Fall in ered their father and reaped a pow-
fast is the impossibility of navi- chapter 3 they felt the shame of erful blessing for their efforts.
gating the bewildering labyrinth of public nakedness and took When Noah understood what had
female apparel. measures to correct it by covering happened, he cursed Ham The

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER2003 \ TIMES OF RESTORATION 9



strength of that blessing and the tive, something had to be done. sensible clothes. They should not
power of that curse are a pretty Many corrective measures were have fancy hairdos, or wear expen-
good indication of the importance taken by the Almighty. He out- sive clothes, or put on jewelry
of this subject. lined a way of life to the patriarchs made of gold or pearls (1 Timothy
Why should God care so much that would protect them from the 2:9, CEV). They were struggling
about indecent exposure? After all devouring monster. He condemned with the universal human tendency
he created Adam and Eve with no all forms of impurity and instituted to call attention to oneself through
clothing and looked at them and punishments designed to keep ornamentation and fancy dress.
his whol e cr eat ithem ira sheck vAad fyom ghesed . @his is our struggle too. Chris-
So what happened? We all know teachings came a strict dress codetian women need to be challenged
what happenedDisobedience en- that was adopted by all. Back in to dress so that the first thing a
tered in Everything that was de- those days people of both sexesman notices is the face. And when
cent, straight, and pure becamewere covered and well covered. he sees that face he should see the
tarnished, crooked, and dirty. The Think for a moment about the typi- glory of God and not have to peer
human heart became an arrogantcal middle eastern apparel that youthrough heavy layers of make
island of self exaltation bent on see even today and then thinkto find it. Today we see a power-
self gratification. The natural about the climate of those lands. ful trend toward immodesty, inde-
streams of human love and admi- How could such oppressive heat cency, and lewdness in dress.
More and more people are accept-
ing styles that everyone knows are

The human heart designed to stimulate lust. Clothes
. are bgcomlng tlghter, neckllnes_are
became an arrogant island chopping, waistines are appearing,
] an emlines are r
Of Self exaltatlon being engineered by unclean spir-
- . it;, rebelling against the God of the
bent on self gratification. Bible.

Unfortunately many Christians
have been swallowed up in this
ration became messy sewers ofbe endured by people so heaviyt r e nd . ltds a sorr)
lust and personal consumption. clothed? Why would any culture es are becoming places where pure
Before the Fall the controlling so torment itself? Could it not be a men cannot go without exposure to
principle was give and love, but measure of their willingness to scenes that tempt and defile. With-
afterwards it became take and lust.restrain a monster in their midst? out meaning to, Christian women
The human body became a pawnCould not such a dress code be theare putting stumbling blocks in the
in this struggle to possess and con-product of a God who hates ob- way of their brothers. This is un-
sume and devour. Now that some- scenity and indecency? scriptural.
one el seds body h dtds interestingctanota that tny  tAmother area of concern in the
make someone else feel good, andNew Testament times there is little area of apparel is the rising tide of
now that he found himself pos- said about provocative dress. In unisex thinking and acting. The
sessed with a willingness to use those days people apparently still modern notion that there are no
others for his gratification, he suc- dressed in the long loogigting gender roles that should define
cumbed to the regular temptation robes that we so readily associatedifferences between the sexes is
to do so. Such was the fate of Ad- with Bible times. They had done insidiously eating away at our so-
am and his descendants, and suclpretty well in keeping their bodies ciety and its morals. And nowhere
was the power of disobedience. It covered. Their problem was differ- is this more visible than in the area
spawned a monster of lust which ent. Yes, they were admonished to of dress. There is very little in the
scrambled for the saddle in order dress modestly, but if you study way of clothing that is viewed as
to ride mankind. the context it shows that most of inherently feminine or masculine
Against such a foe there must those admonitions pertained to any more. Here lies the doorway
be some remedy. Since lust hadshunning ostentatious apparel. not only to immodesty but to con-
such power, and since its conse-P a u | put it t hi sfusiaas:welliiHerevsohow dne | i k
guences were so fearfully destruc- for women to wear modest and c o mment at or put it
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tion between the sexes is naturalthe New Testament does not speci-1 gaek out the heart of God in this

and divinely established, and can- fy any particular attire for worship,
not be neglected without indeco- the principle of respect when ap-
rum and consequent danger to pu-proaching God remains the same.
rityo (Bar nes) . WehAhod respeatndr pepmenand
Fausset, and Brown put it this occasions by the way we dress.
way: AFor the adopheitrend today is thé eppoh a
biliments of the one sex by the site: to adopt a comfortable and
other is an outrage on decency, casual approach to sacred things.
obliterates the distinctions of na- Wh at 6 s
ture by fostering softness and ef- course is good enough for God.
feminacy in the man, impudence What an insult to the God we
and boldness in the woman, asserve!

well as levity and hypocrisy in

ot her s ex ar e

clothing. One did not have to give
it much thought. Alas, that is not

the case today. One must give it a

lot of thought and prayer. It is no
little thing to

viewed as abominable to God. We

can no longer look to our culture,

but we can look to God. We need
to pray and help each other. Goods pect ? 0
people differ on this subject. Even priests were growing tired of the
looking at each other can be con- rigorous procedures by which they
fusing. Like modesty, this area is were to carry on temple worship,
immersed in much subjectivity. and they were bringing sacrifices
We need to be merciful with each t h at
other as we strive to avoid the con- God turned up His nose at this ef-
fusion thrust on us by a Godless frontery and told them that even
culture. But one thing is sure: the governor would be insulted by
since God calls for modesty and such treatment. Although the issue
deplores unisex trends, it is safe to here was not clothing, it did reveal
adopt the one and abhor the other. an attitude that was unwilling to go
Therebds anot heto specia éengthd ® rhanor vGed.
need to pay attention to our cloth- Surely we can let our clothing 3.
ing and that is when worshipping show that we have supreme regard

€ N 0 U gaflsordi

sorry
both; and, in short, it opens the history when God had to ask for
door to an influx of so many evils respect from His worshippers, but
that all who wear the dress of an- that is what had happened in the
pookoofiMalachic Ad tthat tirheaGod
abomination untoaddhredoed. Olde
It wasnoét ma n y | ameaamaster,avpare iz mmyare-
our culture maintained a clearer
demarcation between what was
masculine and what was feminine

wer enot

matter. The Bible tells us that

God doesnot | ook

ward appearance in order to
measure character, but looks
rather at the heart. What kidis
heart looking for? He is looking
for inner transformation that has
been purified by, the one all
Bpn% Mourpodd &f pgeé’gnd
God. When that purpose is es-
tablished on the inside, it should
be reflected by clothing that
&int §t 6n the ButsidieS Pedpfe !
should not hear us talking like
Christians and looking like pagans

2. Abandon the culture as an ally.

I& usgd do bg that sociefaj nprgis

were dictated by a sense of pro-

Surely we can let our clothing
show that we have supreme
regard for the One who is accepting
us into His house of worship.

probl em was hat the

priety that was tBiblically in-
formed. By honoring these you
could expect to stay relatively
scriptural in your dress. Now

0s

il

0

f

these nofmg have een laggehe 4 t o

abandoned and replaced by the
dictates of the flesh. We must
get used to marching to a differ-

ent dr ummer ; t he

beating our tune any longer.
We have a different message we
want to send.

Seek out the counsel and watch
the example of those who know

in Godos sanct udorthe Oné who ishaeceptBg bsl eGod better than you do. Listen

the priests and Levites did not ap- into His house of worship?
proach the sanctuary unless they
were properly dressed. They had to practical summarizing suggestions.

In conclusion, here are some

to their story and find out what
God may have taught them in
this matter.

wear something different from We hope they will help keep you 4. Ask yourself the following

their everyday attire when dealing from being conformed to worldly
with the God of Israel. Although clothing styles that displease God.

guestions:
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a. Does this clothing call atten- only acceptable method of in- d. Who am | dressing to please?

tion to the erogenous zones of suring the differences God was Is it myself, others, or my Fa-
my body? Would it incite my calling for in Deuteronomy ther in heaven?
Christian brothers to lust? 22:5. It may be hard to say e poes this clothing promote the
b. Does this clothing attract at- when apparel ceases to be appearance of the
tention to my face? feminine and becomes mascu- gy et spirito tr

takecaretobesurethatthefWhen | &m dressed
lines are not blurred by the tel l

[ mpact of t_h_l S qujr?Iedsqssedd %%%n- 9

eracy In our own Christian thlng speC|aI’?

families. Every father should
be seeking God and hearken-  May God grant us the courage
and the grace to reject modern

ing to godly counsel, so that ; .
his family is not swallowed up carelessness in these lines and
by the unisex trend adopt a manner of life that is truly

’ characterized by holiness. Z

L akatatat s 2 Xt 2t

The Crown Prince of the Ag-y
es

Long ago, as tiny Infant,

Came to earth our blessed Lord;
Poor, and laid within a manger,
By the shepherds first adored.
While on earth He healed the
sufferer,

Showed the meekhe path to
heaven.

Then on Calvary gave His life
blood

That our sins might be forgiven.
And we love our blessed Saviour;1

i
SRS RS R S S
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c. Does this clothing leave me
indistinguishable from the op-
posite sex at a glance? It used
to be that pants for men, and
skirts or dresses for women,
guaranteed this distinction.
Some churches, ministries, and
families earnestly continue
(and others are newly begin-
ning) to teach that this is the

.
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corresponding word for
leisure inLatin is scola or

school; and to those like
myself who are crestfallen at
this apparent triumph of the
Puritan work ethic, | hasten
to add thatscola can be

translated literally aplay.
The man at leisure, then,

[]
is not the idle one. As Jozef
Pi e plecisubes the Basis
of Culture points out,

idleness consists of busying

. . oneself with irrelevancies
by Grace Yacoubian, McDonough, Georgia,q thus abdicating human

responsibility. The spirit of
The Day of days ennobles a word leisure, on the other hand, is

cheapened by the world

one of manly acceptance of
oneds <creation
of Godd carrying with it, in
college commencement
ter ms, nal |- t
bilities and privileges there

maintains an attitude of
receptivity, or what Pieper

that is the necessary prep

and in doing so enjoys
harmony with himself, his
surroundings, and his
Maker.

The notion of leisure is
I THINK it would take a saint with one foot alluring to a world whose moral sense, however

already over the Jordan to wax eloquent orcorrupted, is yet offended by the results of its own

such things as the return of Christ. His childrendegeneracy. Promises from all around insinuate
wait, to be sure, with surges of impatience when thé¢hemselves upon our minds; complete rest and
wilderness becomes especially thorny; but we whgatisfaction is just around the cor@en new
have no experience outside the curse are hard put sarroundings, in material prosperity, in fitness, in
conceive any vivid notion of life without it. Words marriage (or the next marriage), in personal discipline
like radianceandglory dissipate in our imaginations, and development.
vaporlike, in the vastness of their scope. Stripped of  But leisure is elusive. Like Cain, his descendents
its dark streaks of suffering, the world looks wander the earth vainly seeking rest of spirit. For
comfortable at least, if pale and unsubstantialthough it has been eagerly sought and synthesized
Leaving, then, such ethereal qualities for others tahrough the centuries in earthly goals, in reality the
expound on, | propose to consider yet another qualitguality of complete rest is a spiritual one.
of | ife atleisleesusd r et ur n: In this much the disciples of the New Age are

| say this not merely as a student wiping her browright. Provoked by a culture drained of spiritual

after four years of college, nor yet as one whose lackitality, they revolted exposing the corruption, but
of industry has ever subjected her to unfairrefusing the true source of restoration. Instead they
pleasantries from siblings. To those who scorn leisuréurned to Nature for solace, soothed themselves with
as the preserve of fleshpots, | note that theuitar strumming, and talked of universal brotherhood.
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Nature is the wrong goal, of course: untamed nature o st ar t . After a chil-dhoo
takes considerable cleaning up to be presentable stour hour s are so sacred, 0
GreenPeace conventions; guitars, unable to subdyseriod to at least fortgight, | discovered that | had
human nature, give way to narcotics; and universahardly known a strict sundowto-sundown
brotherhood degenerates into uniform retardation, botbbservance. On one occasion, though, | was loath to
mental and moral. And so yet another search fotake even that. It was Friday, and work had reached
spiritual rest misses the true and only Way. such a pitch that | felt as though | just could not afford

It was not an innocent mistake; the spirit of prideto lay off. But against my feverish preoccupation stood
undergirded the whole movement. And it is here thathe divine command unmoveBemember the Sabbath
the crucial point arises, for it was this very same viceélay to keep it holyThere was no quibbling with such
that precipitated manos arigungtonjand | teljcgantly puy ayvay my bogks.e .
disobedience was the result of piddand Nearly all of that day is lost to memory, as are the
overweening ambiti on: anparticylar gegpanaikilitieg that diadisa absosbed n@o d ¢
instruction, a headstrong determination to satisfy he¥Vhat remains in my mind is the tremendous relief,
curiosity. And from that time to this, with the loss of irrespective of the prospect of sleep and recreation,
that humble acceptance of the hierarchy of thdhat greeted me as | greeted the Sabbath. | entered that
universe, what have be e habbath sfrengly ilngressedpwitty d gersenef regoredd
demonstration of that relationship with God out oforder. The very act of stopping had been salutary,
kilter? Jewish theologian Abraham Joshua Heschedffirming the reality that even stud@st the time my
mai nt ai ns t : ~ot - primary responsibility were
ultimate problem is his relati et subordinate to the Master

t o @aoat oevil, whict At the end of each six da&t&\e universe.

fientered history as a result comes a Sabbath, This is not just about the
manos di sobec : ~ work capacity of South
Through that disobedien a Spe” Of Ielsurﬁ American alpacas. Like other
having assumed responsibi A Celebl’atlon Of harmonysltiv?lf,cit isﬁpc_)t princli)pall){[a
calculated efficiency booster.
i, the human rage. has. between oneself, o yetis it to be twensgour
turns rejected and futile the universe, hours endured in the starched
searched for it. Where is Gc¢ istress of a child in the front
they ask. And who am 1? and our common Creatd;rdrlor. Rather, it is an exercise
The answers, for those in freshly aligning ourselves in

who will hear, have come gradually. With the Law reéspect to our Creator and the world around us. With
came our first articulated instruction in the spiritualthe close of each week comes this festival honoring
physics of the world, inextricably bound up in the God in His place, of gratefully accepting ours, and
hierarchy of <created t h¢shngigthe hgmogyoftae twailt is,jquite lteglly, s o v
fifteen hundred years later revealed more and extendédn occasi on of knowing that
the heritage to Gentiles, while the Spirit He bestowe@ | | 6s ri ght with the world.
offered comfort and guidance to those seeking His But these festivals are yet besieged by sickness,
ways. Followers of Christ have a taste of this harmongrief, carnality, and a multitude of earthly concerns.

day by day1 and in a Special Way once a Week. And SO we Walt W|th eXpeCtation fOI’ the f|na|

For at the end of each six days comes a SabbathPa® F f €ct i on of our Savioros
spell of leisurd a celebration of harmony between® he |l awl ess onedo and abol
oneself, the universe, and our common Creator. I N € n . wrote Paul to the T

olden times men built cathedrals, magnificent stondfom the mouth of the Lord Jesus spell his doom, and
structures designed to inspire worship and hallowed #§€ radiance of his coming will be his utter
sanctuaries. The Sabbath has been described asdgstructiod Théssalonians, Phillips, my italics). At
cathedrain time a sort of periodic sanctuary from the this time those who are submitted in all humility to
worl dés aggression. His order may fully celebrate in the sweet calm and

| never felt the need of it as much as when IS Ie’jl I nde sks of Ohb eyl In g t hGe de
reached college. There | was consumed with work a§/SUr® a n now that am God.
never before, forever bound to some book from Whicnng A recent graduate of Hillsdale College, Grace is teach-

o . o at Noonan Classical, a Christian school in Noonan,
I would snatch bits in lunch lines or waiting for classesgeorgia.
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@ Hearken 0 Daughter

Strength In HImM

by Sharon J. Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire

as | was going through a what I love about the Gospel: for fAigrace to help i
trying experience, my dai- 1. We can be what we ought to And what a relief it has been
ly Bible reading happened to in- be, and to find that although | had no
clude this passage from the 84th 2. 1t doesnodot dteepgthnnd myseif, luceuld find
Psal m, APassi ng t hwauld e totbd gnodralhbly | seength in Him. As Mr. C. E. Hol-
of weeping they make it a place of myself, and indeed, | have foundl and put it years ag
springs. o that when everything (and every- a t mysel f, l dm horr
Because | had been doing one!)is going myway, lamavery | ook at Hi m, Il 6m gl
some weeping, it caught my atten- nice person. But alas, | have alsowhen | d&m horri fi ed
tion. It sounded like a very nice in myself, | see |0n
thing to do with a valley of weep- T h a b debefl) For days after |
i ng, t hough | Hfaeired nlPsalm 84 | would remem-
conscious of making many sprlngs Although I ha ber, AWhose strength
in my current valley. was okay that | didt
Sometimes we have trials that no Strength Aal l toget dkekneaw spi r
come our way, and although where the strength was.

theydére a pain, |nmyse|f, howThrough t he year s

to take the right attitude, make the come to places wher e

ONE morning not long ago, And here is where we come to asked not only for mercy, but also

right choices, or go through the I COUId f|nd havendét been what |
right steps, and come out victori- h . have found such peace in the Gos-
ous. Other times, we get hit with pel . | confess whert
trials that seem just too big to Strengt In wrong, | bow to His standard €.,
manage. At that point we have Hlm admit that His requirements are
what Charles Stanley (In Touch ' right, refusing to argue with them),
Ministries) described as the typical and | ask for His forgiveness. Then
response to adversity: we considerdiscovered that when things (or | choose whatoés rig
it Aunfair, unb pdopled ara bot going my nwdy, | tHis -help, and beholila miracle
bearabl e. 0 What anmhnetma @ery nice person. has transpired! My soul has been

Well, if we look back at the How many times | have come reconciled to God, and He has let

beginning of that verse in Psalm to a place where | did not have it loose the power of Christ in my
84, we find a secret to success:in me to take the right attitude or s pi r i t to change wh

ifBl essed i s t h @& sonm ather way beowhat | ought change myself. Sometimes it takes
strength i s i n Ytobe & myaésperation mieaye obly tivo words to connect with
in AYou. O come to the throne of grace and that miracle. They are two words |

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER2003 \ TIMES OF RESTORATION 15



learned from a little girl trying her

first prayer. q
eyes, 0 her fat hle
tilled all she had learned abouyt
prayer and said,

have prayed that prayer myself t
good effect.

fiYou can |ive
hear d i n a ser m
the norm, o the

say. | must admit it took me a mo}
ment to adjust my thinking to tha

S

. The Highways to

trut h. God say9dg. ZIOn
hol vy, so | want
But He doesnét |
it in our own power. Indeed He To refresh readersbo memor i es
expects nothing of us, except wht students of Fairwood Bible Institute embarked on a
He gives us. He remembers that mission to Israel, going out in simple obedience to the
we are dust. He knows we have leadings of God and setting up housekeeping with a
this treasure in earthen vessels. Bt staff family in Jerusalem. Last issue we printed two of
He also knows what He gave up their rich testimonies, and here are two more.
when He gave us Jegushe pow- The ways of God are marvelous in their lives. The
er to be what He asks us to bg. ihi ghways to Zion, 0 as we see b
AFor it is God in the heart; but then they lead to Scripture fulfilled,
both to wild]l anh |l ives changed, and Afacts on th
Not us, Him. He does, in fact testimonies and worship the God who is visiting His
do miracles. He peopled both here and over there.
the dial i nsi dd
feel totally different about a situaf -
tion. The secref WORKNGWTH Gop  we were to fAMarc!
hel pdo wus, as Mp Grou_nd_,_o se_cond to
beautifully explained it, comes by Jeff Turner, ~academic training, and third to be a
from the touch of the Divine Na- McDonough, Georgia help a_lnd_blessTg tg the (ihnstl_an
fa it i organizations already working in
Lurr? :)n.ourrlwa:ure rgaglggsltr?lge: OR a long time | had had a Israel. | know God was with us
glorious feelings, and sometimes ; desire to visit Israel. This feeling and helped us to accomplish our
seems pretty tenuous, but when Weiensified last year when | attend-goal s. Even though
seek Him, we find He does indee}y €4 Fairwood Bible Institute. The a| |t hat is in Goc
answer. And the answers prove foBible School and The Kingdom land and people of Israel, | am
be solid. have a rich history with the _Hon comforted to know that when God
l6m not sure Land, and | was caught up in the called, we were able to answer.
through this particular valley yet excitement of I_ea_tr'nlng abou_t It. Here are some of my EXperiences
but | have found comfort and ad When thg possmlllty_of a Bible as I fulfilled each of these goals in
School trip was mentioned, Iwast he way God <call ed

unbelievable amount of peace, arn
| have even seen a few springs.
the valley proves to be a plac
where more springs need to be
made, at least | know where to g
for the power to make them.
NnBl essed i s
strength is ir

Homemaker and mother, Sharo
has been on staff at Fairwood Biblg
Institute for many years.
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| pose for my visit.

ready to pack my bags and leave ashem in reverse order.
soon as possible. But first | had to First, | worked with several
learn lessons in faith and patience. mission groups during my three
The preparations did not always go months, beginning at The Christian
smoothly. | needed to search andEmbassy in Jerusalem. The people
ask God for His reason and pur- there were a little taken aback at
our attitude of pure service. | could
The purpose for the Bible tell they were grateful to have
School was threold, and | feel some people who did not have
we accomplished all three. First their own agenda. For the first few
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Taken in Petra, Jordan

days Craig Sandford, Fritha

Many sites in Israel are easily has been, and still is a physical
accessible and provide a wonderful battle underway for the land of
education. | will never read the Israel, and we would be foolish to
Bible the same way again, as | canignore that. However, we were
now picture in my mind many of there to do spiritual battle, so as
the places | read about. It makeswe marched, we prayed, sang, and
the Scripture come alive in a new reminded God of His promises for
way to be able to know | have the land. One of the most inspiring
stood in the same place. The otherpassages God led me to was Dan-
day | was looking at a model of iel 9:15 19.
Jerusalem during the end of the And now, O Lord our
Second Temple period. It was neat God, that hast brought thy
to recognize places and carry on an people forth out of the land
intelligent meaningful conversa of Egypt with a mighty hand,
tion with the builders. and hast gotten thee renown,
iMar ching on t lae at @&isoday) dve have
was a broader, less defined task. sinned, we have done wick-
Marching is a decidedly military edly. O Lord, according to all
term, and | believe that was re- thy righteousness, let thine
flected in the way we carried out anger and thy wrath, | pray
this part of our mission. As we thee, be turned away from
traveled throughout the city of  thy city Jerusalem, thy holy

Demme, and | pulled weeds and Jerusalem we walked (marched) to
planted pansies in the front garden.many of our locations. It was not
Even though it was an unglam uncommon for us to set aside a
orous job, it was one that neededwhole day for the purpose of
to be done, and the people werei mar chi ngo over
blessed by our attitude of wilingrees  ing track by purchasing a map of

Several of our group also spent the city and highlighting the parts
time working at a food bank ware- we had covered.
house. This was where | had the Many friends and acquaintanc-
most fun. It was a rather mindless es have questioned my decision to
job and so afforded the opportuni- go to Israel during such a volatile
ty to build relationships with other time, but | have no doubt | was
workers. | was blessed to discover where | was supposed to be. There
that they shared the same love and
dedication to the land and people
of Israel that we had. God is so
good to bring others along to en-
courage us as we follow His direc-
tion.

The academic training of our
trip was provided from two
sources. A number of students
attended a threeeek course on
The Biblical History and Geogra-
phy of the Holy Land taught at the
University of the Holy Land. | was
also able to attend a tweeek
complementary class set in the
Kingdom of Jordan. The rest of
our training was provided by our
own staff and by hired guides
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mountain; because for our
sins, and for the iniquities of
our fathers, Jerusalem and
thy people are become a

nrepnoach to allaheat, are koend p -

about us. Now therefore, O
our God, hearken unto the
prayer of thy servant, and to
his supplications, and cause
thy face to shine upon thy
sanctuary that is desolate, for
the Lordds
incline thine ear, and hear;

Clyde Sandford, Sarah Adams, Shay, Andrew Murray, Jeff Turner at the Garden Tomb
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sake.
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